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1 - INTRODUCTION - SARAH JANE 
Eddie grew up on a council estate in Huyton, Liverpool. After he left school in 1965
he began an engineering apprenticeship as a Toolmaker. He moved to Scotland 
in 1981. He is now a retired Engineering Draughtsman.
His poetry milestones include 5 full collections, a volume of Selected Poems 
and three pamphlets. He was a prizewinner in the Inaugural Edwin Morgan 
International Poetry Competition in 2008. His book What They Say About You
was shortlisted in the poetry section for the Scottish Book of the Year in 2011.
He was the founding Chairperson of LTW.

Next Slide Please!

2 - EDDIE INTRO
Thank you Sarah-Jane. Good morning to all of you in Zoomland. Special thanks to 
Brenda Conn for reacquainting me with the group and inviting me to give this talk.
What I’m about to present is not an instruction manual or an academic text on how to 
get published. It’s more like a poetry reading with comments and questions. I’ve been 
asked to talk about my path to publication and read from my own collections, so the 
best place to  start is Liverpool in 1969. I first encountered a live poetry reading in a 
pub called  Why Not which was just down the road from the Cavern. My poetry star 
was fixed from that point, though it would remain very faint for 30 years. 

3 - POEM - CLOUD 9A

I designed and compiled my first pamphlet in 1978, then printed off a handful of
copies to give to family and friends. This is the easiest way to see your work in print.

I’d like to kick off the readings with a poem from that pamphlet.

It’s called Cloud 9A 

 

In 1992, after what you could call my poetry wilderness years, during which my hobby 
was collecting rejection slips from poetry magazines, I eventually succeeded in having 
half a dozen poems published in an Aberdeen City Council publication, imaginatively 
titled The Book of Poems. 

5 - TEXT

4 - TEXT

There is a long tradition of self publishing in Europe - dating back to William 
Blake and beyond to the time of Gutenberg’s printing press. These days there are 
online self-publishing platforms such as Lulu, Amazon’s Kindle Direct, Kobo etc.

In 1993, Aberdeen gained a new Writer in Residence - an American novelist called 
Todd McEwen. I attended his writing workshops and adopted him as my writing 
mentor. He would play a pivotal role on my path to publication. When Todd’s 
residency ended we members of his group found ourselves left to write on our own. 
We decided to keep the group going and to call ourselves the Lemon Tree Writers. 
I volunteered to lead the group until a new Writer in Residence was found. 

6 - TEXT



We also decided to complete a project that Todd had started and had secured 
funding for - a group anthology. Top of the list of contributors is Leila Aboulela, 
who is now a world-renowned novelist.

7 - TEXT

8 - TEXT
The group continued and expanded. 
With invaluable assistance from John Smith at Aberdeen Central Library, several group 
members were given opportunities to share a stage with the likes of Edwin Morgan, 
Don Paterson, Kathleen Jamie and many others. We also produced some 
Videopoems with the help of Aberdeen Video Access. We finally got our new Writer 
in Residence in 1995, in the shape of Roddy Lumsden, who I invited to chair a few 
LTW meetings, after which I resumed leading the group until 1997.

8 - TEXT

Todd McEwen went to America after he left Aberdeen. He returned to live in 
Edinburgh in 1997.  He asked if I had any poems I’d like to submit to a new magazine 
called Deliberately Thirsty. I did and had a couple accepted. Then Todd informed me 
that he would be visiting Aberdeen with Sean Bradley the editor of DT and would I 
like to meet him? I would. We met up in Ma Cameron’s taproom, the spiritual home 
of LTW. Before my first pint of Guinness was half empty, Sean had offered to publish 
a collection of my poems. 

9 - TEXT

10 - TEXT
He was as good as his word, so in 1999 my first book, Stations of the Heart,
was published, 4 months after my 50th birthday. 

11 - POEM - PORTRAIT OF ANA DALI

Sean went on to publish two more of my books.
The Republic of Ted was largely written as an extended eulogy to my father, 
who died in 2003. This next poem is by way of introduction to him.
It’s called Vernacular.

 

12 - POEM - VERNACULAR

Here’s a poem from the book. 
It’s called Portrait of Ana Dali.



14 - POEM - WHY BUSES COME IN THREES

 And the third is Why Buses Come in Threes

13 - POEM - SHOPPING FORECAST

The second poem from Ted is Shopping Forecast.

17 - TEXT

16 - TEXT
In the year 2000, Magi Gibson and Mindy Grewar included one of my poems in 
issue 1 of Pushing Out The Boat. I still have my copy. 
The journey to publishing a collection generally starts in the literary magazines. 
As former editor of POTB, your in-house expert, Martin Walsh, is best placed to tell 
you all the do’s and don’ts of magazine submission. It was a laborious process in 
the Days Before Google. Nowadays electronic submissions will save you hours 
of licking stamps.

Magi

Mindy

15 - POEM - THE STARLIGHT CUP

In 2006 Sean published my final Thirsty Book.
This is The Starlight Cup from Game On!

In 2001, I became a founder member of Dead Good Poets at Books & Beans, along 
with Gerard Rochford and Doug Gray, who ran Koo Press from 2003 to 2010. We 
produced an anthology titled Three Way Street in 2004. 
Koo Press also published my collaborative pamphlet titled Zugzwang. In all, Koo 
published 50 titles, plus several editions of Storm and Spume magazine. Koo Press 
was one of the city’s major literary projects, and Doug Gray deserves a great deal 
of praise for his immense contribution.

My next pamphlet was titled Why She Flew to Barcelona, which was published by 
Calderwood Press. 
Here’s two poems from it.
The first is called Vinnocence
The second is Ripcord.

18- POEMS - VINNOCENCE + RIPCORD



Writing for pleasure is easy. You get an idea. You write it down. You might hum a 
little tune while you do so, and when the piece is finished you might show it to a few 
friends before you stick it in a drawer and that’s the end of it. Writing for publication 
has greater challenges and greater rewards. It can take years of rejections, so you need 
stamina and perseverence. But it’s worth it. And you’re not alone. It’s a writer’s rite 
of passage. Magazine publication could get you noticed and lead to a pamphlet. 
A pamphlet can lead to a book. A book could lead to fame and fortune. 

But then again, perhaps not. The Australian poet, Les Murray, said poetry is 
anonymous fame. And as for fortune, you couldn’t feed a budgie on the royalties from
a poetry collection, UNLESS you’re an Instagram Instapoet like Rupi Kaur (KOR) who 
reportedly made millions from her first collection, Milk and Honey. But we don’t speak 
about her. For me, the true rewards are in the act of writing itself, the friends you make
along the way and the satisfaction you gain from communicating with others through
your writing. You also get to swear a lot in public and people will applaud you for it.
I think we all need a break about now.

One way to publish your book is to pay for it. This is a pretty standard way to publish 
anthologies by writing groups. The best publisher of such books in Aberdeenshire 
is Lumphanan Press, who have published many local books and pamphlets, 
including our own A Twist of Lemon. They also help individual authors to get their 
books in print. 

21 - TEXT 

My publication prior to Roughly Speaking was What They Say About You, published by 
Leamington Books in 2010. 
Here’s three poems from it, starting with the title poem,
WTSAY

19 - POEMS - WTSAY + 

22 - TEXT 

23 - TEXT 

The Downside of Knowing a Poet

20 - POEM - THE DOWNSIDE
 

Once Upon a Time Piece

19 - POEM - ONCE UPON 


